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“VISION” was the focus of the 49th 
Anniversary Banquet. 

This year we celebrated God’s 
blessing and keeping the church alive 
for 49 years on 
Saturday, 7 

November. 

Our keynote speaker, Dr. Setrag 
Khoshafian, challenged us with his 
message “Christian Vision for the 
21st Century”. His message was 
about the context of vision 
(understanding global trends), after 
which he went into more detail 
about what Christ-centered vision 
is, how vision is defined in Scripture, and he 
concluded by making distinctions between the terms 
“vision”, “mission”, “goals”, and “objectives”. 

His message that God wants to change us and make 
us agents of change was motivating. Dr. Khoshafian 
encouraged us to change so we can become more 
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Christ-like. He said we 
should have both a personal 
vision, as well as a vision for 
the church. He ended his talk 
with the following scripture, 
“Where there is no vision, 
the people perish” found in 
Proverbs 29:18a. It will be 
exciting to see how the 
church follows up with the points Dr. Khoshafian 
made. 

We were also blessed by the voice of our soloist for 
the evening, Mary Balian. Mary gladly accepted our 
invitation to share her worship music with us. Her new 
CD, Bashdenk, was very well-received by many in the 
church (especially those of us who have been playing 
it over and over again). 

The evening concluded with 49th anniversary cake, as 
well as a special surprise 10th wedding anniversary 
cake for Pastor Sam and Tamar brought out by their 
sons Timothy and Harout. 
We thank the Lord for Dr. 
Setrag Khoshafian and Mary 
Balian, as well as our emcees 
for the night, Anahid 
Dolabjian and Vatche Otajian, 
and the Banquet Committee 
(Armig Adourian, Salpy 
Kadjemian, Sarkis 

Marandjian, Niary 
Toodakian, and 
Rosaline Zeitounilian) for the part they all 
played in making the banquet an event 
focused on praising God for his goodness. 

Our 50th is planned for Saturday, November 
6, 2010 (50 years to the day of the original 
founding of the church). God willing, we 
hope to see everyone there! 

       Armig Adourian 
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That is what we were all wondering on Sunday 
night, November 22, as the course came to an end. 
While the ALPHA Planning Team and group 
leaders / helpers 
(see names below) 
readily 
acknowledged that 
getting ready for 
ALPHA every 
week for ten weeks 
straight was a 
significant 
commitment of 
time and energy, we 
were still sad when 
it ended. But we 
were also 
encouraged. 

Encouraged 
because this was the 
first time ALPHA 
was run in this church. We were able to take a global 
evangelism-oriented program and give it life in this 
church. Church people attended, but so did new 

�+������'����,�����

Thank you so much for the 
kindness this weekend. I felt 
so blessed having the 
opportunity with you and 
your wife. I was equally 
blessed with your church. 
They have a fire for the Lord 
and I love how they strive to 
keep their Armenian 
language and culture. I was 
humbled and blessed at the 
opportunity to be with your 

church. I pray that God continues to bless your 
ministry and I look forward to meeting with you all 
again.     God bless you. Mary Balian 

people. We were all curious to know more about being 
a Christian as well as how we could better share our 
faith with non-Christians. 

One of the best things 
about ALPHA was 
when a new person 
would attend, someone 
we didn’t even know 
was coming. Yes we 
had all invited people, 
but we didn’t know if 
they would be there 
for sure. And then, 
when those people 
kept coming back, it 
was all the more 
exciting for us. 

Our One-Day Retreat 
at Kleinburg Golf 
Club was a great day, 

as well. Our speaker was Pastor Sam, and the focus of 
the weekend was the Holy Spirit. It was especially 
rewarding to get away from the everyday “busyness” 
of life and focus on the Spirit. It certainly made it 
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easier for us to sense His presence during the talks 
and our group discussions afterward. 

During the course, we saw people change. Some 
people shared how they now had more of a thirst for 
reading the Bible, others went and bought a Bible, 
and still others who missed a few weeks commented 
that when they came back they sensed the difference 
in their lives. Between the beginning and the end of 
the course, we could even see a “light” in some 
people – they just looked different, even if they had 
not yet professed the Lord as their Saviour. This 
evidence of God at work was very humbling for us 
all. Every time the planning team / leaders / 
helpers shared stories with each other, we were 
all so encouraged. 

Giving of our time and energy to do God’s will is 
never wasted. On our last night, one of the group 
leaders mentioned that Billy Graham once said, “ 
it takes thirty people to bring a person to Jesus, 
the first one thinks he did nothing and the last one 
thinks he did everything.” It doesn’t matter where 
in the chain our ALPHA course falls, all that 
matters is that lives turn to Jesus. 

When we look back, we can only praise God for His 
Sovereignty and overall provision for ALPHA. 
Despite our weaknesses and failings, we are so 
thankful to have an unbelievably amazing God. He 
never changes and is always faithful to us. We look 
forward to seeing how God will lead us in terms of 
the next ALPHA course, and we hope that anyone 
motivated to help out gets in touch with any one of 
the people below. What are you waiting for, be a 
part of the next ALPHA!!! 

Our thanks goes to: 

The ALPHA Planning Team – Anahid Dolabjian, 
Armig Adourian, Fernand Vartanian, Lara 
Gabrielian, Lora Otajian, and Pastor Sam Albarian 

ALPHA Group Leaders and Helpers – Ara Ter 
Harootunian, Minas Tachjian, Nathalie Balabanian, 
Peter Adourian, Tamar Svadjian, and Vartoug 
Jizmejian (if only for a little while – we still thank 
you, Vartoug!); Niary Toodakian and Vatche Otajian 
led the ALPHA youth attendees. 

Armig Adourian 
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The 2009 Armenian Evangelical Church of 
Toronto Annual Bazaar was filled with aroma 
that made one’s mouth water. The women of 
the church came together and worked 
diligently to skewer kebabs, wrap sarma, 
bake boeregs and so much more, we praise 
God for their hard work and service. Our 
youth came together and prepared our now 
traditional Fruit Smoothie Stand, where 

products and necessities were coordinated, 
purchased, prepared and sold by the youth. 
Their commitment, service and smiles 
warmed the hearts of so many and we are so 
proud of their contribution. Thank you; Sareen 
Adourian, Karine Adourian, Lara Demirji, 
Bedros Moskovian, Kamie, Edward and 
Anthony Arabians for their service. 

Just as each one has received a gift, use it 
to serve one another as good stewards of 
the varied grace of God. 

1 Peter 4:10 

 

The Armenian Evangelical Youth of Toronto 
has been attending and taking part in our 
ALPHA ministry. An open quorum with 
varying ages and walks has provided 
opportunity to expand our youth’s exposure, 

-�
��! #�������	
challenge their faith and promote open 
discussion and boldness. We will continue to 
meet Sunday evenings for worship and bible 
study once ALPHA is done, please encourage 
your youth to attend and bring a friend. Every 
attendee and youth member is a blessing to our 
church and we are overwhelmed with their desire 
to know God, their desire to stand apart and their 
desire to build an armour strong enough to 
withstand worldly temptations and peer pressure. 
Your prayers are always appreciated. 

"... Put on the whole armour of God, that ye 
may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil…Wherefore take unto you the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be able  
to withstand in the evil day, and having done 
all, to stand." 
Ephesians 6:11-13   

 

We have a movie night planned for our youth 
ages 13-18 for Friday November 27, 2009, 
please contact aeyftoronto@gmail.com for more 
details. As Christmas is fast approaching the 
youth is already preparing for our Christmas 
Carolling ministry where we will be visiting homes 
sharing the good news, singing carols and 
enjoying fellowship; please contact Meerna 
Katcherian 416 399-8834 or 
meerna09@hotmail.com by December 20, 2009 
if you would like us to visit your home. Our 
annual Christmas party potluck will take place 
December 26, 2009 at Badveli Albarian’s home, 
please contact Niary Toodakian at 416 557-9975 
or niary@hotmail.com regarding your attendance 
and potluck contribution. 

“Don't let anyone look down on you because 
you are young, but set an example for the 
believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith 
and in purity.” 

1 Timothy 4:12  

         Niary Toudakian 
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Being a Community of Change Where All Are Precious in God’s Eyes 

 

This yearly event took place on Friday 20 November and the church was able to attend, 
as well. The soloist, Ruth Ann Onley (wife of The Honourable David C. Onley, Lieuten-
ant Governor of Ontario) gifted the room with inspirational music. The speaker was Dr. 
Rick Tobias, President & CEO of Yonge Street Mission. He shared with us that the 
three things we are called to are grace, gratitude and generosity. His point was that eve-
ryone (including the poor) has worth in God’s eyes. We are all precious to God. Do we 
treat each other with that same attitude? Are we precious in each other’s eyes? Do we 
have gratitude? Are we generous (not just with money, but with time, as well)? 

It is a community full of grace, gratitude and generosity that changes things. 

Next year’s prayer breakfast will take place Friday 19 November featuring Phil Callaway, an internationally 
renowned Christian Humourist based in Alberta. If you are interested in attending, please let the church office 
know. 
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